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Statement of Legislative Intent: 

 
The Council requests the Executive, including the Finance and Administrative Services Department 
and the Office of Housing,  to develop a proposal for the future redevelopment at the site of the old 
Fire Station (FS) 39 in Lake City to include, at a minimum, long-term housing for low-income or 
formerly homeless individuals and/or families.  The Executive is requested to involve community 
stakeholders in the development of a proposal for this site.  This proposal may include the provision 
of services for homeless and/or low income individuals and families.  The result of this work will be 
either a Request For Proposal (RFP) or Request for Qualifications (RFQ) for development of this site 
and legislation that would authorize the sale or transfer of the property for such development.   
 
The plan for sale or transfer of the property should identify a strategy for addressing the need to 
replenish the Fire Facilities and Emergency Response Levy program, which by current City policy is to 
receive the proceeds from the sale of FS 39.  The Fire Levy program financial plan includes an 
estimated revenue of $800,000 from this sale.  
 
Background: 
 
The development of the City owned FS 39 site as a shelter (in the short term) or as housing for 
homeless individuals and families (in the long term) was examined as part of the Council’s report on 
alternatives for homeless services prepared in response to Resolution 31292. Due to the existing 
conditions of FS 39 and building code regulations, extensive and costly renovations of the building 
would have been required for its use as year-round shelter.   Discussions were held with community 
members over the summer about the shelter proposal and suggestions for addressing concerns 
about this proposal were received by the Council and Mayor.   
 
A proposal to allow FS 39 to be used as a winter only shelter with day services has been developed 
by the Seattle Union Gospel Mission (SUGM) and is now being evaluated by the City with input from 
the local community.   It is possible that a time-limited use of FS 39 for this purpose would be 
allowed under the existing building code regulations and would not require the extensive 
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renovations required if the entire building was used for year-round 24/7 shelter and services.  The 
Department of Planning and Development (DPD), and Finance and Administrative Services (FAS) are 
exploring the feasibility of this proposal.   SUGM would operate the facility at no cost to the City.  
The SUGM proposal does incorporate a number of the suggestions made by the community in an 
effort to respond to concerns raised by neighboring residents and businesses.  This proposal would 
allow the FS 39 building to be used for this purpose only during the Winter months – November to 
end of March/April.   
 
The Mayor and Council are supportive of the future redevelopment of FS 39 as long-term housing 
for low-income or formerly homeless individuals and/or families that may include the provision of 
services, as well.  The Mayor has indicated his support for allocating $950,000 in the 2013 budget for 
the one-time capital costs for such redevelopment.  If the property is redeveloped as low-income 
housing, Housing Levy funding could be used for the housing portions of the redevelopment.  
Housing Levy funding cannot be used for the service or commercial space or other space unrelated 
to the housing on site.  As noted in the Council’s report, development of this site as low-income 
housing for homeless individuals and families would be consistent with the Ten Year Plan to End 
Homelessness and could also provide housing for those on the street who do not have access to 
shelter or housing. 
 
 
 
Responsible Council Committee(s): Housing, Human Services, Health, & Culture 
 
Date Due to Council: March 30, 2012 
 


